“You’re the bastard children
of a number of disciplines

whose bloodlines are purified by

a denial of tenure.”

Bill Curtis, 2000

Science is a discourse.

Reasoning frameworks:

well-articulated stances that clarify claims and reasoning chains

	method of science
	vs.
	scientific method

	articulation
	
	

	validation
	
	an approach to

	exposure to falsification
	
	theory validation

	generalisation
	
	


“There’s nothing quite as

practical as a good theory”

Lewin

Not formalism per se, but articulation

Science proceeds via baby steps.
Scientists stand on each others’ shoulders.

Epistemologies

Philosophical stances

How knowledge claims can be made,

and how they can be validated
e.g.,

positivism

relativism

instrumentalism

realism

…

Research models / research paradigms

What is the purpose of research?
Research approaches

	↓
	↓

	positivist
	naturalist

	data of the senses
	data of the senses

	(extended by instrumentation)
	data of human experience


At their best, 

both approaches adhere to the method of science.

Pragmatism

method of science → demanding rigour
aspiring to generating fact and theory
accepting ‘best fit’
reasoning frameworks

contributing to the discourse
Science is
“…not just a set of methods

but a way of reasoning”

Liam Bannon

