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XML Retrieval – Light Years from Earth?
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Online Library Services
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Features

Both Books24x7 and Safari

have business and IT books,

are accessed with a web browser,

are subscription-based, and

provide basic keyword search.

Key difference

Safari subscribers have to deal with the
“bookshelf” concept.
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Google Book Search
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Google Book Search
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Results Grouped by Document

The result list consists of documents;
in each document, the most relevant sections
are highlighted.

INEX Tasks
Relevant in Context, Best in Context
(2005: Fetch and Browse)
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Books24x7
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Books24x7
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Safari “View by Book”
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INEX

The result list consists of
parts of documents.

INEX Tasks
Thorough: overlaps are allowed
(deemed to be system-oriented)

Focused: no overlapping results
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Safari “View by Section”
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Content-and-Structure Search

The query not only specifies the search terms (“what”),
but also structural constraints (“where”).

INEX: NEXI
//template[about(.//@name,book reference)]

//*[about(.,architecture)]

Safari and Books24x7 provide limited support in their
advanced search interfaces.
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Safari Advanced Search
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Books24x7 Advanced Search
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History of Safari

2002

2006
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History of Safari

2002
⇒ it can’t be that bad!

2006
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Discuss!

Good News
Element retrieval has real-world uses!

Element retrieval is most useful on longer documents.

Documents should be independent.

Both search interfaces are somewhat “thorough”.

Wishful thinking: Can we cooperate with Safari or Books24x7?
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